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A 
REPEL &c 


SIR, 


FEZXAT this Period, prolific with the 
*A A N* Spreaders of Sedition among the 
K. n People, Libels and Infamy on the 
By beſt of Sovereigns, it is no Won- 
der to ſee a Man of your Choler ſtep forth 
the Inſtrument of Faction and the Dupe of 
Party; who, by ſcattering the Seeds of Diſ- 
ſention, endeavours to weaken the Hands 
of Government, and impede the falutary 
Meaſures ſuppoſed to be in great Forward- 
| neſs, for putting a Stop to the Effuſion of 
human Blood, It is true, Sir, you profeſs 
a zealous Regard for the real Intereſt of your 
5 BE Country; 


(4 ) 
S and ſo do all the Party under 


whoſe Banners you have enliſted; but Men 
who know them have found that they are 


not acting from any ſettled Principles, from 


any juſt Motives of national Benefit, or 
from any generous Sentiments of Honour; 


but without any Compunction of Shame, 
or Remorte of Conſcience, obſtinately pur- 


ſuing the Dictates of rancorous Malice, at 


the Expence of every moral and ſocial Vir- 
tue, and the Welfare of their Country. 
Oppoſition to the Meaſures of Govern- 
ment, whether good or bad, is no new 
Thing in this or any other Country, where 
the People have ſo large a Share in the Le- 


giſlature. For wherever that Circumſtance 


is found, the Materials for the Advancement 
of private Views occur : And in Proportion 
to the Importance of ſuch a Country, Sub- 
jects, ambitious of Preferment, have more 
Incentives to urge them on to Purſuits of 


this Nature, more Inſtruments to aſſiſt them 


in their Undertaking, and more Pretexts to 
delude and to impoſe upon the Multitude. 


The Employments in ſuch a Country muſt 


of Neceſſity be numerous and lucrative ; the 
Dangers from its Neighbours greater; their 
Jealouſy and IIl-will more to be apprehend- 
ed: and conſequently, with more Privacy 


and Caution counteracted. This enables 


artful Men to raiſe Murmurs againſt the 


moſt neceſlary Meaſures of the State, and 
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to quarrel with the beſt Means of public 
Security, with a manifeſt Advantage; be- 
cauſe it is eaſy to diſpute the Wiſdom of 
thoſe Meaſures, which can never be entirely 
diſcloſed till they are fully executed; and 
the Poiſon infuſed into People has per- 
formed its Operation, before the Nature of 
the Thing can poſſibly admit a Detection 
of the Falſities and Miſrepreſentations em- 
ployed againſt them; while the Public, al- 
ready prejudiced, never give themſelves the 
Trouble to examine what is paſt; either 
taking more Delight in the Diſcovery of 
Error, than in the Purſuit of Truth; or not 
having the Means furniſhed with equal In- 
duſtry, or being diverted by ſome freſh Ob- 
| jection, ſtarted to ſome new Conduct. In 
Proportion to the Riches of any Country, 
Poverty becomes more prefling upon many 
by a natural Contraſt, In all ſuch Coun- 
tries the Wretched are certainly more wreteh- 
ed, than in others which flouriſh leſs ; be- 
cauſe the Neceſſaries of Life are dear, and 
not to be had without that Induſtry, which 
Numbers will be found to want, in all 
Places, however opportune the Means of 
Employmert may be; and Men of this 
Kind may be more induſtrious in a Faction, 
which is carried on by Noile, Drunkennels 
and Riot, when they can be ſo in Nothing 
elſe. In all trading Countries the Proſpe@ 
of Gain allures many to adventrous Under- 
2 takings 


(6) 


takings above their Abilities, by which ſome 


muſt be undone; and thoſe never fail to at- 
tribute to Miſmanagement of Government 


thoſe Evils which ariſe from their own 


Sloth, Incapacity or Avarice.— Again, in 


ſuch Countries, the Luxury of ſome in- 


duces others to follow them in the ſame 


Expence, to the Ruin of themſelves and of 
their Families, and the Generality of theſe 


unite in Views of a like Nature. As in all 


opulous Countries, from a Variety of Di- 
ſtreſs, ſuch Objects mult be very numerous; 
ſo from the very Numbers of a People alone, 
Faction always derives a great Advantage; 
ſince from the Difference of Diſpoſitions, 


with which Men are born into the World, 


ſome will infallibly ariſe from Time to 


Time, framed by Nature itſelf of a reſtleſs 
and diſcontented Temper ; formed, whether 


they have Cauſe for it or not, to be as well 


a Torment to themſelves, as a Plague to the 


Society in which they live. Nor can Oppo- 
ſition, right or wrong, want even Property 


to gild it over and to grace it; for Men 
arifing from the loweſt Level of the People, 


and advancing into conſiderable and eaſy 
Fortunes, are, by natural Conſequence, too 
often led to conſpire againſt that very Feli- 
city, Peace, Quiet, and Proſperity, to which 
alone they have owed their Exiſtence. Ar- 
rogance and Pride, without more than a 
common Share of Underſtanding, are the 
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univerſal Product of all haſty Bs 


Theſe Men repine at what they never had 
Leiſure before to conſider ; that there is ſtill 
a Difference between their Condition and 
that of another Rank, which they cannot 
remedy by all their Efforts to exceed them 
in Expence. This ſomething, which they 
find ſtill wanting, ſours them with their 
own State, and inclines them to fall in with 
any popular Diſcontent ; partly, to gratify 


their Vanity, in inſulting thoſe above them; 


and partly, to create a Chaos, out of which 


they hope to emerge upon a Level with thoſe 


they envy. From whence the Obſervation 
holds moſt true, that all Nations, in Pro- 

ortion to their Encreaſe, grow turbulent 
and factious; and from this Quarter ariſe 
thoſe levelling Schemes, in the Contention 


for which, ſooner or later, Anarchy enſues; 


and, in Proceſs of Time, the Loſs of that 
real Liberty, whoſe ſacred Name is fo often 
ſpeciouſly prophaned by Malice and Ambi- 
tion. Even Liberty itſelf the more perfect 
it is, produces theſe Effects more ſtrongly ; 


for Wantonneſs and Licentiouſneſs, which 


are its evil Genii, tempt all depraved Tem- 
rs to abuſe it, and expoſe many to the 


Laſh of the Laws, and to the juſt Indigna- 


tion of Power, which none who feel, for- 
give, however they deſerve it. At the ſame 
Time, the natural Tendency in all Man- 
kind to expect more Favour than they 

merit, 


(8) 
merit, provokes unjuſt Reſentments againſt 
Government, and a certain Infirmity (of 


L which we all in ſome Degree partake) to 


be uneaſy with what we have, and to en- 


deavour after more, inclines Multitudes, ei- 
ther out of Views of private Benefit to them- 
ſelves, or general Views of Encreaſe of Pri- 
vilege to the Order in which they ſtand, to 
follow any Set of Men, who take the Lead 


in Oppoſition of any Kind. All theſe move 
by a ſecret Principle to that Quarter where 


it erects its Standard, be it juſt or unjuſt, be 
it to ſave or to deſtroy their Country. It is 
obvious from hence, and it is a Truth that 
cannot be diſputed, however it may affect 
the Credit of many pretended Patriots, that 


the aſcontented Party of all Denominations 


conſiſt in general of Men of no Principle. 

Finding you, Sir, in the Liſts of this 
Party, I confider your Pretenſions to national 
Intereſt as Shadows of Delufion, the better 


to adminifter the Poifon that is to promote 


the Work of ahenating the Minds of his 


Majeſty's Subjects, and ruin their Confidence 


1a his Government. 
Your confeffed Motive for rroablicd the 


World with your long laboured Letter, is 


your great Fear that the Peace now nego- 
ciating will be a bad one; and your Autho- 
rity for ſuſpecting ſuch a one, is a pretended 
Liſt of the Preliminaries, printed in the 
London * of the ſecond of Sep- 


tember. 
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tember. Now, Sir, would any Man of 
common Senſe, who really wiſhed well to 
his Country, have thought a String of Pa- 
ragraphs in the London Evening-Poſt, a ſuf- 
ficient Authority for believing there would 
be a bad Peace; and upon that Beli, have 
uſhered ninety tedious Pages into the World, 
inflated with trite Argument, and the wild 
diſtracted Fancies of a turgid Imagination. 
A Paper which is known to never receive 
any Thing from thoſe in Power, and which 
is only remembered by having once been an 
Incendiary. But, ſuppoſing that the Landon 
Evening- Poſt had been a Paper of Reputa- 
tion, and on that Account it had been con- 
jectured that there were ſome Truth in thoſe 
Preliminaries, could you, Sir, be ſo weak as 
to think, they could poſſibly be the real 
ones, when they carry upon the Face of 
them ſuch Evident Marks of Falſity and Im- 
perfection? Though I muſt take the Li- 
derty, Sir, of believing you are deſtitute 
of Candour; yet I will not be fo unchari- 
table as to think you totally bereft of Rea- 
ſon ; and on that Account it is that I can- 
not but contider the Deſign of your Letter 
is to favour the Views of a Faction; by in- 
flaming, not ſerving your Country. But, 
Sir, I will point out to you the Impoſſibi- 
lity of thoſe Preliminaries being the genuine 
ones, Which were thus given in the London 
Evening-Peſt. 

. The 
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« The Eugliſb to have all Canada ; the Ri- 
ver M. lp; to be the Boundaries. 


The French to retain the Privilege of 


ſending as many Ships as they pleaſe to 
North-America; in which Trade they uſual- 
ly employed n between 1200 and 
1500 Sail. 


The French to enjoy the Fiſhery they had 


before the War; and to be given the Iſland 


of Cape Sable, for drying their Fiſh. Like- 


wiſe, to have a Fiſhery on the Banks of 
Newfoundland, with a Settlement on the 


Weſt Side of that Iſland for the Purpoſes of 
drying, &c. 


Martinico, Guedaling, M, arigalante, and 


St. Lucia to be reſtored to the French; To- 
bago, and the reſt of the neutral ands, + to 


be ceded to Great-Britam. 

The French to have three Settlenients in 
the Eaſt-Indies ; 3 Pondicherry to be one of 
them. 

Minorca to be ceded to the Englh iſh, and 
Belleifle to the French. 

Senegal to remain with the Engl. 1b, and 
Goree to be reſtored. 

The Havannah allo, if taken, to be re- 

ſtored to the Spaniards.” 


It is hard to determine whether have ap- 


pears a greater Want of common Know- 
ledge in this Bungler, who patched up theſe 
Preliminaries, or of Diſcernment in you, 
dir, who have believed them to be true. 


With | 


(n) 


With Reſpe& to the firſt Article, it is 


| pleaſant to obſerve, that the River Miſſiſippi, 
even at its very Head, is above 300 Miles 
diſtant from Canada, and after running a 
Courſe of two Thouſand, all the Way far- 


ther and farther from Canada, it falls into 


the Gulph of Mexico, oppoſite the Weſt- 
Indies. How then can this River be made 


the Boundaries, or even any Boundary of 


Canada? You, Sir, might have ſeen this 
Abſurdity ; and having found the very firſt 
Article a Thing impoſſible, any Man of 
Candour and Reaſon would inſtantly have 
Judged the Whole a Piece of Forgery : But, 
| you, Sir, perhaps, was determined to believe. 
I here is another glaring Abſurdity, vis. 
* The French to retain the Privilege of 


ſending as many Ships as they pleaſe to 


North-America, in which Trade they uſual- 
ly employed between 1200 and 1500 Sail.“ 
Now this Article muſt mean the ſame as 


the following, or it is unintelligible. 


The French to enjoy the Fiſhery they 


had before the War, and to be given the 
Iſland of Cape Sable for drying their Fiſh. 
Likewiſe, to have a Fiſhery on the Banks of 
Newfoundland, with a Settlement on the 
Welt Side of that Iſland, for the Purpoſes 
of drying, Cc.“ 

Could you, Sir, take wah theſe kintcles 
together, and inſert them in your Letter, 


and not perceive they were abſolute Non- 
ſenle ? 
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ſenſe? Is it not very plain, that the firſt 
- muſt mean the ſame as the Second, or the 
firſt can have no Meaning at all? For. the 
French can hereafter ſend no Ships to North- 
America, that we have any Right to limit 
the Number of, but what muſt be employed 
in the Fithery, as Canada 1s in our Hands, 

Having pointed out two ſuch palpable Ab- 
ſurdities, I think I may be pas to aſlert, 
that thoſe pretended 1 P. eliminaries were ne- 
ver drawn up by any better Hand than a 
common ignorant News Collector. Per- 
haps, with Reſpect to the reſt of the Ar- 
ticles, you will continue in your preſent 
Opinion of them; becauſe the Time is not 
yet come for publiſhing by Authority the 
the true Preliminaries. But, ſurely, if he 
who framed thoſe in the London Evening- 
Poſt, knew no better than that the River 
AM ſiſippi was to be the Boundaries of Ca- 
nada, how ignorant muſt he be of the reſt ? 
Beſides, there is not a ſingle Stipulation 
about Germany or Portugal. Could you 
imagine that our Miniſters would agree to 
loch a String of Preliminaries, and men- 
tion nothing about either of thoſe Places? 
This is another very ſtrong Reaſon, which 
any Man of common Diſcernment would 
have inſtantly given for thoſe Preliminaries | 
being abſolutely falſe, and unworthy further 
Attention. But you, Sir, who only juſt 
ſcem to doubt their Validity, lay them down 

| _ 
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as a Piece of ſolid Superſtructure, and there- 
on erect the heavy Fabric of your Pam- 
pblet. 

The Ceſſions of Guadelupe and Goree, and 
Part of the Fiſheries, are your principal 
Points; therefore, of them I ſhall take the 
moſt particular Notice: Only previouſly _ 
obſerve, by Way of Antidote to your gene- 
ral Scope, that every one is ſenſible a Peace 
muſt be concluded on ſome ſuch like Terms; 
therefore, a Clamour is raiſed againſt the 
Miniſtry, for doing what no Men in the 
fame Situation can avoid; for negociating 
a Peace with the Enemy, when, according 
to their own Account of the Preliminaries, 
it appears they are better than thoſe which 
Mr. Pitt agreed to. | 

Your firſt Care is to give us an Account of 
the Engliſb and French Imports of Sugar, and 
their Exports of it to the Continentof Europe; 
obſerving in the Concluſion, our Decreaſe in 
that Exportation (before the War) and the 

great Advantage France thereby gained over 

us. In thoſe Accounts you have omitted 
the Exports from Portugal, which is a very 
conſiderable Article. Portugal ſupplies with 
Sugar the Tlalian States, and almoſt all the 
Places up the Mediterranean, and even ſends 
to Hamburgh, &c. ſeveral Veſſels annually. 
This, Sir, is one Fact which greatly leſtens 
your exaggerated Account of French Ex- 
portation to the Markets of Eur * And, 
CY as 
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as you have taken no Notice of this very 


material Article, I hope, it will be ſuffici- 
ent to prove you, not only erroneous in your 
Calculations, but ſhew that there is no re- 


lying on what you have advanced. In 
proving, or rather attempting to prove, that 


France has greatly the Superiority over us 


in the ſupplying .of foreign Markets, you 


have remarked, that our Exportation of Su- 
gars has conſiderably decreaſed ; but have 


not given us the Cauſes of that Decreaſe : 
J ſhall, therefore, do it, in order to ſet this 


Matter in a true Light; and likewiſe ſhew 


that France has no Advantage over us in 
our Sugar-Colonies. 


6 


An Abſtract of the Advantages and Diſad- 
vantages which the Britiſh and the French 
| Sugar-Colonies have, or are under, with 
Reſpect to each other. 


The ſuperior Advantages 
| French Britiſh 
By the natural Fertility N 
of their Lands 5 _ - 
By the Freſhneſs of ballanc'd b 
"how Lands $ "_ me} Negroes : 
By the diſproportionable Num- 
1 6 of "= Servants 'F L. bo, ooo 
By the Supplies» Applied to bal- 5 | 
"of Neg —— $ ber 2d Article $ Some 
By the 88 lies of Beef, 
"Pw G from 1 None 
By the Supplies of e 
ſions, Lumber, Sec. None None 
from North-America | | 
By Taxes , .. .. Les 
By Melaſſes and Rum . . . FL. 50,000 
By Freiggt L: $0,000 
The general bee 
in Favour of the £ 
Britiſb Sugar Plant- | +; e 
ers, is, per Annum J 


None 


None 


— 


{190,000 {190,000 


— 


— 


re 
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6 
This Balance i is a Superiority of Advan- 


tage ſufficient to have commanded all or moſt 
of the foreign European Sugar Trade, and 


to have ſecured Employment for three or 


four hundred Sail of Britiſß Ships; inſtead 


of which, our Sugar-Planters have for about 
twenty Years paſt been wholly taken up in 


. fleecing this Nation by exorbitant Prices of 


Sugar, and have let the French take the fo- 
reign European Sugar-Trade almoſt to them- 
ſelves. It was thus that we loſt the ſupply- 
ing of foreign Markets in Times of Peace, 
ad now in War, when we have acquired 
more Sugar Plantations, what Bencfit do the 
People in general of this Ifland reap from 
them ? Are not Sugars ſtill at a very exorbi- 
tant Price ? Who enjoy the boaſted Advan- 
tages of theſe Conqueſts? A Jew Indivi- 


Auals. 


It may be argued, that thongh the Set 
Plantations ſerve only for the Emolument 
of a few, it is better to enrich that few, 
than ſuffer them to revert to the Ene- 
my. A Reply to this. naturally leads me 
to a due Conſideration of Guadelupe, in all 
Reſpects, which you, Sir, have made the 
principal Bulwark of your Letter, inveigh- 
ing againſt any Cedure of it to the French; 
in which I ſhall make it appear, that it is 
not our Intereſt to keep Guadelupe, becauſe 


it is of no real Advantage to us. 


Firſt 
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' Firſt then, let it be conſidered, that Gua- 
dielupe was ſurrendered but as a Depoſit, and 
the whole Property of the Ifland acknow- 
ledged to be French; ſo that we can never 
acquire the rea/ Property of it any more 
than we did of Minorca, whole Inhabitants 
while it continued in our Hands, always 
conſidered themſelves as Spaniards, and were 
ſecretly our Enemies, while living under our 
Protection. The ſame was the Caſe of a 
French Colony in Newfoundland, whom 
thirty Years peaceable Protection could ne- 
ver make Engliſh; for, at the breaking out 
of the laſt War, they all confidered them- 
ſelves as Frenchmen, and acted as ſuch to a 
Man. In this Light we ought to conſider 
the Acquiſition of Gradelupe, in order to be 
able to form a true Judgment of its Value ; 
for, it is certain, that were it to remain with 
England, yet while it continues in French 
Hands, it cannot but be a precarious Poſ- 
ſeflion. According to the Terms of Capi- 
tulation, it is well known, that it cannot be 
advantageous to us; and, were it ſettled as a 
Conqueſt, the preſent Inhabitants would al- 
| ways be diſcontented, and never become 
faithful Subjects, unleſs by Force of Arms, 
at a great Expence. For it is a Maxim, 
that a Country fully inhabited by any Na- 
tion, is no proper Poſſeſſion for another of 
different Language, Manners, and Religion: 
| - Jt 
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It i is hardly ever tenable at leſs Expence than” - 


it is worth. 
It has been ſaid, that the Poſſeſſion of 


Guadelupe would enable us to export 


Zoo, ooo, in Sugars ; and this, Sir, I fancy 
has made you think fo highly of its Value, 
and expreſs your Abhorrence to the giving 
of it up. But, Sir, conſider that though 
Guadelupe might enable us to export / 300, ooo 
in Sugar, will the Inabitants expend among 
us the Produce of that Sugar? No. It 
is well known that / 100,000 will ſupply 
them with Britiſ Manufactures : What 
then is to be done with the remaining 
Lazoo, ooo? Why, it will (ſuppoſing we 
can prevent the Introduction of French Ma- 
nufactures, which - 1s morally impoſſible) be 
ſpent in France, in the Education of their 
Children, and ſupport of themſelves ; or 
elſe be laid up there, where my will oy | 
think their Home to be. | 
It is doubtful, whether, even our OS 
ing Poſſeſſion of all the Caribbees, would be 
more than a temporary Benefit, as it would 
neceſſarily ſoon fill the French Part of Hi- 


Spamiola with French Inhabitants, and there- 


by render it five Times more valuable. in 
Time of Peace, and little leſs than impreg- 
nable in Time of War; and would proba- 
bly end in a few Years in the uniting the 


Whole of that great and fertile Iſland under 


the French Government. It 1 1s agreed, on 


all 
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all Hands, that our Conqueſt of St. CBriſto- 
pers, and driving the French from thence, 
firſt furniſhed Hiſpaniola with ſkillful and 
ſubſtantial Planters, and was conſequently 
the firſt Occaſion of its preſent Opulence. 
On the other Hand, I will hazard an Opi- 
nion, that valuable as the French Poſſeſſions 

in the Weſt-Indies are pretended to be, and 
undeniable the Advantages Hey derive from 
them, there is ſomething to be weighed in 
the oppoſite Scale. They cannot make 
War with England without expoſing thoſe 
Advantages (while divided among the Iſlands) 
more than they would, were they poſſeſſed 
of San Domingo only; their own Share of 
which would, if well cultivated, grow more 
Sugars, than is not grown in all their Meſt- 
India Iſlands. 

It ſhould likewiſe be obſerved, chat Gua- 
delupe is an unhealthy Climate, and has al- 
ready proved fatal to a vaſt Number of our 
Officers and Soldiers. The Retention of it 
will not annihilate the French Sugar Trade; 

for, after the Concluſion of the War, they 
will extend their Settlements in Hiſpaniola. 
Nor are we in Want of Land proper for Cul- 

tivation of Sugar, ſince it is well known, 
that great Part of Jamaica lies now uncul- 
tivated for Want of Hands; and conſider- 
ing the Expence of Lives in thoſe Climates, 


wie cannot well extend our Sugar-Colonies, 
D with- 


. nn 


— — 


(2000 1 
without running the Riſque of depopulating 
the Mother Country. 

The Poſſeſſion of Guadelupe, therefore, 
cannot be of that Importance to Great-Bri- 
tam, which a few Individuals are endeavour- 
ing to blind us with. I have heard of ma- 
ny Arguments they have made Uſe of in 
Favour of it, and am afraid that their Plau- 


fibility has miſſed your Judgment, other- 


wiſe you would not be ſo warm for the Re- 
tention of that Iſland. Among thoſe Ar- 
guments 1s one as ridiculous as it 1s falſe, 


and which I ſhali anſwer as a Specimen of 


what is ſo much urged by intereſted Parties, 
in Behalf of this Iſland. It is ſaid, that its 
Situation is much better for a Trade to the 
Caraccas and Spaniſh Main, than any Iſland 
of our own. Now, to any one who has 
but a ſmall Idea of Geography, it cannot 
be unknown, that Tobago (which, as one of 


the three neutral Iſlands included in the pre- 


tended Preliminaries, that we are to have) 1s 
in a much better Situation for a Trade with 
the windward Coaſt ; and that Jamaica is 
tar preferable, with Reſpect to the Spaniſh 


Main. What, then, is there in Guadelupe 


which 1s ſo extremely inviting ? The Truth 
is, it is a Sugar Iſland ready cultivated, and 
therefore, at a ſmall Expence, is produc- 
tive of Sugar, which ſome Individuals 


find great Profit in. If this was not the 


_ Cafe 
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| Cafe, why did Mr. Pitt conſent to the Re- 
ſtoration of that Iſland ?. | 

The Cedure of Guadelupe to F- rance, is 
what I expect, and what I am inclined to 
acquieſce in; and ſo will every honeſt Man 
who recollects the Cauſes of our Diſpute 

with France, and the Moderation expreſſed 

by his Majeſty, in his Speech, of not hav- 
ing entered in the War with Views of Am- 
bition. 

For, unleſs we bene in Remembrance the 
Ends we propoſed by taking up Arms, we 
can never aſcertain the Terms on which it 
is prudent to lay them down again: And 
whoever enters into the Diſpute without this 
Poſtulatum before him, may indeed amuſe 
the Indolent, and miſlead the Ignorant, but 
will neyer influence the nie, or con- | 
vince the Intelligent. | 

It will be admitted, that we cated into 
this War to repel the Encroachments of the 
French on our Colonies, in North-America 


We have happily ſucceeded in the * 


T of our Rights. 


This being the Occaſion of the War, it 


Z naturally follows, that the fr Object of our 


Attention ſhould be to fecure our o/d Rights, 
that they may not be expoſed to the future 
Encroachments of the Enemy, and involve 
us once more in a bloody and expenſive 
War. The ſecond Point the Negociators 
ſhould haye in View, is, to conſider which 

| D 2 . of 
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of our Acquiſitions it 1s expedient to retain, 
by Way of Indemnity or Reparation, for 
the Blood. and Treaſure we have expended 
in the Proſecution of our juſt Claims; or by. 
what other Means we may obtain reaſonable 


Satisfaction. 


Among this latter Number, Sir, you 
reckon Guadelupe and Goree. Now it will 
be obſerved, that the Poſſeſſion of Guade- 
lupe, when we have got ſo many Sugar- 
Iſlands of our own, muſt carry with it the 
Air of Ambition; and as ſuch will be con- 
ſidered, by every civilized People on Earth. 
The next Article which falls under Con- 
ſideration, is that reſpecting the Fiſheries; 
in which, Sir, you have ſuffered yourſelf to 
fall into the Error of the London Euening- 
Poſt, which magnified the Number of Ship- 
ping ſent by the French, to between 1200 


and 1.500 and upon this fender and diſput- 


able Information only have you endeavoured . 


to inſtill Terrors into the Hearts of his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects, exaggerated every Sentiment 
of Apprehenſion, and painted future Dan-— 
ger more terrible than the paſt. I will rea- 
dily grant that your Rhetoric had been juſt, 
had we not taken Louiſbourg; but as we 
have, and demoliſhed its Fortifications, and 
there is not the leaſt Likelihood of its being 
reſtored, there is no Probability of our being 
i expoſed to ſuch Danger, as you repreſent; 

nor is a Ceſſion of Part of the F iſhery, bi 


Wit 


Ob 


with ſuch future Evils as you have precipi- 


: tately apprehended. | 
Although the London Evenm g-Poſt has 


Gaid, that the Number of Shipping, which 
the French ſend annually to North-America, 
is between 1200 and 1500; and you have 


the Number on an Average 1350; yet I 
will venture to aſſert, that it never was 
| known that the French ever ſent ſuch a 
Number of Ships to North-America in one 
Year. And to convince you, Sir, I will 
give you a clear and diſtinct Account of the 
French North- American Fiſhery, as it ſtood 
when they were in Poſſeſſion of Louiſbourg, 
from Mr. Auckmuty's Diſcourſe on the Im- 

portance of Cape-Breton, by which, Sir, 
you will ſee how much you have exaggerated 


the true State of that Fiſhery ; and I hope 
the World will fee what little Dependance 
there is on your Calculations, reſpecting the 


Traffic of either the French or Engliſb. This 


/ 


Refutation may be further ſerviceable, as it 


will ſhew your partial Exaggeration on the 


Side of the French; which, whoever has 


read your Letter, may fee your Views in ſo 
doing: And hence, I think it will be but 
Juſtice and Candour to lodge a Suſpicion 


that from the ſame Motives you have dimi- 


niſbed the Number of the Englith Ships. 
From the Gut of Carn/s down along the 
Shore to Louybourg, and from thence to the 


| N orth-Eaſt Part of e there are 


here 
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here employed, at leaſt, five hundred Shal- 
lops. And theſe 4. at Sea and on 
Shore, five Men each; which amount ta 
two thouſand, five hundred Men: And fixty 
Brigantines, Schooners and Sloops, each of 


fifteen Men, make nine hundred Men more; 


which together make three thouſand, four 
hundred Men. Allow theſe five hundred 
Shallops to catch 3000 Quintals of Fiſh 
each in the Summer Seaſon ; and the Whole 

is 150,000 Quintals : And the fixty Brigs, 


Schooners, Sc. each 600 Quintals, which 


make 30,000 more, So that there is made 
at Cape-Breton annually of Fiſh one hun- 
dred, eighty-ſix thouſand Quintals. . 
Now, to carry this Fiſh to Europe, to 
Market, there muſt be employed 93 Sail of 
Ships, of the Burthen of 2000 Quintals each, 
one with the other; and each of theſe Ships 
have at leaſt 20 Men, which are 1860 Sea- 
men. And theſe, added to the 3400 Fiſher- 
men above, make Five Thouſand Two 
Hundred and Sixty Men, employed at Cape 
Breton only in the Fiſhery. 5 
At Gaſpay, Quadre, and other Harbours, 
mentioned in the following Eſtimation, there 
are Six Ships yearly, which, as they come 


out from France mann'd to catch their own 


Cargoes in Shallops, which they haul up and 
leave in the Country every Winter, till they 
return the next Spring, one with another 
may be allowed Sixty Hands. And, it has 

„ always 
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always been allowed, that from St. Mabes | 
and Granville they had Three Hundred Sail 
of theſe Ships in this Fiſhery, that Fiſh at 

Petit Norde, Fi iſhante, Belleiſle, and the Gulph; 
which will, all computed as above, (allow- 
ing thoſe Ships, that ſo came out to make 
their own Voyages, to carry each 1 Quin- 

tals) be as | follows: — | 


- Ships. Men. Quintals. 
At Cape Breton — 93 - 5260 - 186,009 
At Gaſpay — — 6 - 360 - 18,000 
At Qodre —— * 6 - 360 - 18,000 
At Port en Baſque - 0 = 360 - 18,000 
At Le Fotls Iſles - 3 - 180 - 9, ooo 
At St. Maloes — 300- 18,000 - 900,000 


— — — — — —„— — 


414 24,520 —1 eee 


To which, add 1 50 Sail employed from 


155 Havre, &c. in the Mud-fith Trade. 


Theſe Ships ſtaid, fitted out in France for 

their Voyages on the Banks, there till they 
were laden; unleſs they met with any Ac- 
cident or Diſturbance (in which Caſe they 
reſorted to Cape Breton tor Shelter and Sup- 
plies); from thence home to France. And 
it was, thus, frequent for them, when they 
had made their Voyages, to go into Cape 

Breton for Water eſpecially, as they had no. 


ors Port. 
"on In 


(26 ;) 

In regard to the Value mY = 
this Branch of Trade, let 
the 1,149,000 Quintals of 
Fith be valued only at 105. 
Sterling per Quintal, the by 
prime Coſt uſually at Ve- „„ oy 

fouualand, and it is worth 574, oo: 00 

And, to this, allow 35. e 
Sterling Freight per Quintal 
of it, in Engliſb Bottoms, 
to Market "1763007 op 


SE — U 


And then the F i only i 18 

worth „„ 746.350: 09 
And let the 31 16 and * 

Tons of Oil, (which is the 

moſt that they produce) 

be valued at 184. Sterling, 

per Ton, the —_ of it 5 

8 „ 59 0 
As to Mud-fiſh, it is 8 

nerally ſold in France, at 

1000 Livers per 1000 Fiſh ; 

and then at 11 9. Sterling 

er Liver, their value is 178,750 : o 
And thus it appears tht © 

One Year's Fiſhery of the —_ © 

French, is worth Sterling 981,92: 10 


- mot according to your 
Eſtimation is exaggerated 


to - = = I, 350, ooo: o 
: | This 


4 | 
This great Branch of Trade, in a Manner, 


5 entirely depended on their Poſſeſſion of the 


Ifland of Cape Breton; as it is impoſſible to 
carry it on without ſome convenient Harbour 


| of Strength, &c. to ſupply, 22 88 and 


protect it. 
But now, that the French are ſtlipped of 
that Iſland, where will they find ſuch an- 
other /arge Place to dry ſuch great Quantities 
of Fiſh on? It remains to be ſeen by the rue 
Preliminaries what Part of the Fiſhery they 
are to have, and what Spot to dry on. I 
think, I have ſufficiently proved that their 
great Nurſery for Seamen, and conſequently 
our Danger lay principally in their Poſleſſion 


of the Iſle of Cape Breton, which they being 


now deprived of, muſt of Courſe be ſuch a 
Wound to their Fiſhery, as never to be able 
to endanger our Welfare by any ſmall Allow- 
ances or Privileges we may grant them in 
thoſe Parts.— If theſe were not the Senti- 
ments of Mr. Pitt, during the Negotiation, 
when M. Bujjy was here, what Excuſe can 
be made for his offering to cede to the French 
a Share of the Fiſhery ? 
Now in a few Words I will prove that 
you have greatly diminiſhed the Britiſb Fiſh- 
cry. You ſay, „that from New-England, 
Nova Scotia, and Newſoundland, there are 
about 300 Sail of Shipping.” This is the 
whole Number you acknowledge, and upon 


this build your Terrors. Capt. Fryer Hal, 
11 who 
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who in 1731 (when Nova Scotia was hardly 
inhabited by any Thing but French Indians, 
and Conſequently not ſo advantageous to us 
in the F iſhery as now, being in our ſecure 
Poſſeſſion, it mult be) gave Evidence before 
the Houſe of Commons, concerning the Ex- 
tent of our Fiſherics, { ud that our Colentes 
employed 10,000 Men in the Fiſheries ; and I 
have it from other Authority, which would 
do me the higheſt Honour to mention; that 
there were at that Time employed in the 
Fiſhery by our Northern Colonies 660 Sail 
bejides Boats, &c. which Number of Men 
and Veſſels I do not include among Hoſe 
which carried the Fith to Europe; nor is a 
Word mentioned about the Men and Veſſels 
from the Welt of Huglund, and other Parts 
of Britain; both of 5 R are very conſider- 
able; and which, were they added to the 
reſt, would exhibit ſuch a Branch of the 
Fiinery as would fully evince that we have, 
and are likely to have, the Srperizrity, while 
we have Nova Scala, Cape Breton, and the 
capital Towns in Nea; none of 
which are to be given up according to the 
Preliminaries you . quoted. 
Now Sir, with Reſpect to Goree, another 
Place which the Preliminaries in the * 
t vening-Pojt | has ceded to the French. | 
By the fame Article it is ſtipulated that we 
are to retain Senzgal, which ll the World 
knows: 1s preſcrable 2. TO (7.95 ces and which 
| 5 will 
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will. plainly appear by the following ſhort 
and 1 impar tial Account of both. 

Goree is a ſmall barren Iſland, near Cape de 
Verd in Africa, about the Sixth Part of a 
League in Length; very narrow, and very 
low; ſurrounded by Rocks, and almoſt in- 
Ae It is deſtitute of Wood ; and the 
| Inhabitants have no Water but what they 
preſerve in Ciſterns. Will any Man now 
think that this Iſland is of that Importance 
which you repreſent? or that its Retention 
in our Hands will make amends for the Mor- 
tality of our brave Countrymen in guarding 
7 © ons | 
Senegal is a confiderable Town, deſended 
by a ſtrong regular Fort; ſituated on the 
River Senegal. in. Africa. The Mouth of the 
River is det fended by a Bar, and other Forts. 
There are a Multitude of her Settlements 
up the Country, belonging to it: All of 
which are productive of very valuable Com- 
moditics, which are put on board the Ships 
here; ſuch as that important Article, Gum 
 Senega, Hydes, Bees-Wax, Elephants Teeth, 
Cotton, Gold-Duſt, Oftrich-Feathers, Am- 
bergriſe, Indico, and Civet; befides Negro 
Slaves. When this Place was in the Hands 
of the French, it is well known that we were 
obliged to buy our Gum Senega of the 
Dutch; who purchaſed it of the French, 
and ſet what Price they pleaſed on it for us. 
This Settlement is capable of being much 
E 2 | — 
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improved to our Advani by cultivating 
the Friendſhip which the Moorsh King of 
the Country has frequently expreſſed "hg us. 

It is now obvious, which of theſe TWO 
Places is beſt, and which it is moſt for the 
Advantage of England to keep. It muſt be 
likewiſe obvious that the Arts which are 
made ute of to embarraſs the Peace, are falla- 
cious, and calculated only to deceive the 
Poo 1c, and inflame their Minds with dread- 


-- 


4 ; * 


fil Aprrchenſions. 


Some: Ha- rsd precipitately fallen into 
the linke; nd theie will, no Doubt, ra- 
tiog.atly ale, what have we been fighting 
fon, face they bear ſuch a Cry about what 
Ve are to leſtort, and a the very Names 
meptioned of thoſe we are to retain? F Or 
the Sake, therefore, of Candour and Im- 

Alflality, let it be knovn, that we, even 

7 tole Preliminaries, obtain what we went 


7 
Is 
I. 
2 


to War fs Z. ee to our Colonies, 
by the entire Ceſſion of the vaſt Province of 
Canada, the Poſſeſſion of Cape-Breton, and 
of all Nova Scotia ; likewiſe, all thoſe inte- 
riour and extenſive Lands at the Back of our 
Settlements, which completes our great Em- 
pire in North- America, and will put ſuch 
Power into our Hands as mult enſure us the 
Acquiſition of any of the American Iſlands, 
if at any Time hereafter we-ſhould be forced 
into new War, What elle we are to 22 
| et 
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Jet the Prelimainarlens when publiſhed by 
Authority, make known. 
Four Encomiums on the late Miniſter are 
as ſtale as they are inconſiſtent. You warm- 
ly blame the German War, and yet vindicate 
his Expreſſion : : That America was con- 
quered in Germany.” I cannot paſs over 
this Part of your Letter, without taking ſome | 
Notice of it. It is, Sir, owing to that Mi- 
niſter's Acquieſcence, or rather his puſhing 
the German War to an Extreme unknown to 
any of his Predeceflors, and thereby plung- 
Ing this Nation ſo many Millions 1n Debt, 
that we are at this Time almoſt neceſſitated - 
to make a Peace. For, how are the Sup- 
5555 to be raiſed for a Continuance of the 
ar? What other Neceſſary of Life can 
bear being taxed higher than it is? What 
Commodity? In a Word, where is the 
Man who can find out Ways and Means 
for carrying on the War, without encreaſing 
thoſe Burdens on the People, which are al 
| ready become inſupportable ? We ſee that, 
though France is reduced to a State of Bank- 
ruptcy, her Subjects are unſhaken in their 
Attachment to their nn. If Great- 
Britain was in the ſame Situation, would 
her People be equally ſilent over their Loſſes? 
We are already ſaddled with the moſt griev- 
ous Impoſitions, and all, (except a few Indi- 
viduals, whoſe Particular Intereſt it is to be 
otherwiſe) wait with Impaticncs the Return of 
5” Peace, 
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Peace, when we hope to ſee ſome of them 
taken off, Britain is already fo drained of 
Men, that her domeſtic Trade and Tillage, | 
are greatly ſuffering by the Want of Hands. 
The Return of "HIVE is, therefore, her fan- 
guine With, as well to repleniſh her Coffers, 
as to promote her Manufactures. 

With Regard to preferving all our Con- 
queſts, which is your warm Defire, I muſt 
fay, that is impoſſible; and even Mr. Pitt 
himſelf did not hope to attain it; nor would 
any Man of Reaſon and Moderation urge it. 
I cannot, thereſore, think ſuch a Sentiment 
will be adopted after you, by any Man of 
Candour and common Senfe ; who reinem 
bers, that we entered into this War from 
Motives of Security, not Ambition; and 
therefore if we do not liſten to reaſonable 
Propoſals of Accommodation, the War, on. 
our Part, becomes unjuſt. 

We ought always to bear in Mind, for 
what we entered into the War. But it is 
in warlike Conteſts, as in civil Argument ; 
the Parties often contend with ſuch Heat 
and Acrimony, that, in the End, they for- 
get the Origin of the Diſpute. 

It ts n . that we engaged in this War 
to aſſert the Boundaries of our American 
Colonies: And we have been ſo fortunate 
as to recover our own with ample Intereſt. 

But can we hope to retain peaceably all 
that we have acquired, even if the Enemy 

| Was 


WW 5 
was reduced to ſuch Diſtreſs, as to be ob- 
liged to ſubmit to ſuch hard and inglorious 
Terms of Accommodation? 

Would not all the European Powers be 
offended at our impoſing ſuch rigorous 
Conditions, grow jealous of our. Greatneſs, 
_ accuſe us of Pride, and the Ambition of 
univerſal Dominion ? 

Have not our Enemies been 1 to 

propagate ſuch Notions to our Prejudice, 
and to inſtil a Perſuaſion that we want to 
lord it over our Neighbours, and become 
ſole Maſters of the watery World: That by 
Means of our naval Power, we may draw 
to ourſelves all the Commerce of the Globe, 
and give Laws to the reſt of Europe? 
Since Europe has become a Kind of Re- 
public, it would be highly impolitic, by 
inſiſting on unequal and injurious Terms of 
Accommodation, for any one Power to of- 
fend the reſt. | . 

An unreaſonable Rigour L a ſub⸗ 
dued Enemy, would make his Foes turn 
Neutrals, and Neutrals become his Allies. 
A Jealouſy would be immediately excited, 
an Idea of a Ballance would take Place ; 
and the combined Powers would, by a Kind 
of Inſtinct, be directed-to keep en Equili- 
brium, without, perhaps, purſuing it as a 

Syſtem. 
' Beſides, as a commercial State, we are 
not formed tor Conquett and ſhould not 
| attempt 
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attempt to enlarge our Dominions. Mode- 
ration is the beſt Support of a trading King- 


dom. 
We ought. not, thereſits,' to liſten to 


thoſe violent Zealots, who are for infiſting 
on haughty and unreaſonable Terms. An 
equal and juſt Peace only, can be laſting and 
truly Glorious. 

The Continuance of the War tends only | 
to diſtreſs and ruin both Parties. Our very 
Triumphs may claim our Tears, when we 
conſider the Purchaſe. It is to be hoped, 
however, that they will accelerate the Bleſ- 
ſings of Peace; for, as Archidamus ſaid to 
the ; Wenn who were preparing to affiſt the 
Argroes: Peace is good. | 


I am, Sir, 


POST. 
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8 INC E my Writing the above, I have 
ſeen Mr. Wood's Letter to the Lord 
Mayor; informing his Lordthip that the 
Preliminary Articles of a Peace between 
Great Danes: France, and Spain, were 
ſigned at Fountambleau,.on the 4d of No- 
_ vember. Upon the Publication of this Let- 
ter, another Liſt of the Preliminaries have 
made their Appearance i in the Public Papers; 
and though there is no o Certainty (nor will there 
be any till the P— t meets) of their be- 
ing the true Ones; yet they carry upon the 
Face of them more evident Marks o Authen- 
ticity, than thoſe you was pleaſed to harangue 
upon. I {hall remark on this Occaſion, that 
ſuppoling them to be nearly exact, it will be 
the molt glorious Peace Great Rritain ever 
{aw; and will give more abundant Satisfac- 
tion to all His Majeſty's faithful Subjects, 
than that Ultimatum of Articles which Mr. 
Pitt was going to ſign, Wlien M. Buſjy Was 
here. Th hey are as follow: 


In E UR E. 


Par tugal to be immediately evacu ited 
by FL Spans/ ith and French Troops. | 
I” | N News 
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. Nieuport and Oftend to be evacuated, 


and Dunkirk demoliſhed. 
3- France and England to withdraw their 


Armies out of Germany, and Regulations a- 
greed upon for ſuccouring their reſpective 
Allies in Caſe the Houles of Auſtria and Bran- 


denburgh go on with their War. 
4. Minorca to be reſtored to England. 


5. Bellzifle to be reſtored to France. 
In AFRICA. 


6. Senegal remains with England. 
7. Goree reſtored to France. | 


In 4 8 1 4. 


. The French may, if they pleaſe, rebuild 
Pondicherry, and have Settlements on the 
Coromandel Coaſt ; but to be excluded from 
having any Eſtabliſhments in the Kingdom 
of Bengal, except three Comproirs, or Facto- 
ries, with no more than 16 Men to garriſon 


each. 
In the WESTINDIES 


9. Martinico, Guadelupe, and Marigalante, 
to 8 reſtored to France. 
Grenada and the Grenadillas to remain 


with F ngland. 


11. St, Lucia to belong to France. 
1:2.The 
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12. The other Three Neutral Iſlands, To- 
” baidh Dominica, and St. Vincents to belong | 
to n | 
. Spain to have back the Havannah, 

* to cede to England St. Auguſtine, and 
the whole Country called Florida; the Right 
of the Engliſb to cut Logwood allowed; and 
the Spaniſh Claim to a Newfoundland F iſhery 
given up: And we are to have the Iſland of 


Porto Rico. 
In ORT HA E RTC A 


14. The French are excluded from fiſh- 
ing in the Gulph of St. Lawrence on the 

Banks of Cape-Breton, St. John's, Anti- 
cofte, and Gafpee ; but may erect Stages be- 
tween Cape Riche and Cape Bonaviſta, to 
cure the Fiſh they ſhall catch on the Shores 
between the above Capes. They are to be 


allowed to have Harbours at Miguelon and 


St. Peter's; in which Iflands they may have 
a Fort, with only fifty Men as Garriſon, 
but ſubject to the Inſpection of an Engli/h 
Commiſſary. None but French Ships to be 
allowed to touch at Miquelon and St. Peter's. 
15. The Whole of Canada to be ceded 
to England; and the moſt valuable Part of 
what the French uſed to call Louiſiana; the 
River Miſſſippi being declared the Boundary 
between the Colonies of the two Nations on 
the 8 of North- America ; tlie Eng- 
F'2 A yo 
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bp to have the Navigation of the N, WG ppt 
down to the Sea. 

This Peace will overthrow the Syſtem of 
your Letter. It cannot but give Pleaſure, 
becauſe it is as glorious to Britam, as all her 
Succeſſes in the War. It is in the common 
Phraſe, à good Peace; ſuch a one as muſt 
reſtore Harmony and Unanimity amongſt all 
his Majeſty's Subjects, and make the Glories 
of the preſent Adminiſtration exceed thoſe 
of the paſt: It will releaſe us from thoſe 
heavy Burdens under which we ſo grievouſly 
labour ; and it will open freſh Channels of 
Commerce for our Manufactures, which this 
bloody and expenſive War has greatly injur- 
ed. I ſhall only obſerve, that the Reſtora- 
tion of Goree, 1 have proved, to be a Matter 
of very little Conſequence : It is only a Place 
of Expence ; and Senegal, which we are to 
retain, is of the moſt Importance. Guade- 
lupe, J have ſhewn, can never be made 
ſerviceable to the Nation in general, how- 
ever advantageous it may be to a few Indi- 
viduals: And the granting the French a 
ſmal! Share of the Fiſhery, can never endan- 
ger our Welfare, while we keep thein from 
Cape-Breton. Theſe were the three Arti- 
cles you principally objected to. Let us no - 
look on what we are to gain by the Peace. We 
relieve our Ally the King of Portugal: We 
obtain Minorca, which in Mr. Byng's Time 
was conſidered as a Place of the utmoſt Im- 

portance : 


mn 
portance : We have our Right of cutting of 
Logwood allowed : We eſtabliſh our Supe- 
riority of Power in the Eaſt-Indies : We 
have three of the Neutral Iſlands, together 
with the Grenades, the Grenadilla, and Porto 
Rico. We have likewiſe Louiſbourg, all Ca- 
nada and Florida, with all Lauiſiana, on the 
Welt of the Myi/ipp! ; which mutt for ever 
fix our great Empire in North- America, on 
a firm Baſis; give us the entire Dominion 
over all the interior Countries, and ſecure 
our Frontiers from any future Encroach- 
ments; thereby eſtabliſhing a laſting Peace 
throughout that Continent, and ſecuring our 
great Commerce throughout the World. — 
This 1s a glorious Peace ; and which every 


honeſt Man will approve. 
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